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Synopsis

Laika was the abandoned puppy destined to become Earth’s first space traveler. This is her
journey.Nick Abadzis masterfully blends fiction and fact in the intertwined stories of three compelling
lives. Along with Laika there is Korolev, once a political prisoner and now a driven engineer at the
top of the Soviet space program, and Yelena, the lab technician responsible for Laika’s health and
life. This intense triangle is rendered with the pitch-perfect emotionality of classics like Because of
Winn Dixie, Shiloh, and Old Yeller. Abadzis gives life to a pivotal moment in modern history, casting
light on the hidden moments of deep humanity behind history. Laika’s story will speak straight to

your heart. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

Dead dog books used to be a dime a dozen. Time was a kid couldn’t walk into a bookstore without
getting whacked over the head with Old Yeller, creamed in the kisser by Sounder, and roughed up
royally by Where the Red Fern Grows. Recently, however, dogs don’t die as often as all that. You
could probably concoct some magnificent sociological explanation for this, citing changes in the
political and emotional landscape of our great nation leading to the decrease in deceased literary
pups, but as | see it, a good dead dog story is as hard to write as an original paper on Moby Dick.
What else is there to say? Man’s best friend dies and everyone feels bad. In this jaded culture it
would take a pretty steady hand to find a way to write a dead dog tale that touches us deeply. Not a

dog person myself, | direct your attention today to Nick Abadzis. | don’t know how he did it. Laika,



the world’s most famous real dead dog (a close second: the dead pooch of Pompeii), is now
presented to us in a graphic novel format. Though | prefer cats through and through, "Laika" the
novel grabs your heart from your chest and proceeds to dance a tarantella on the remains. The best
graphic novels are those books whose stories couldn’t have been told any other way. "Laika" has

that honor.Her story was more than just her own.
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